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Welcome Letter 

 
Dear New Employee, 
 
Congratulations on your accomplishments to date.  Your journey as a federal 
employee continues.  Houston Center is a great place to work and the community is 
a super place to live.  With the Houston metropolitan area being the 4th largest city in 
the United States, the amenities abound and are too numerous to mention. 
 
Our winters are mild, with an occasional freeze. A typical January day might find 
temperature in the 70’s.  During the summer the proximity to the Gulf of 
Mexico is evident. The humidity is high, and a normal summer day might be 
in the mid 90’s. 
 
While in initial training at Houston Center your administrative work schedule 
will be 0700 to 1530, Monday through Friday. Personnel on administrative 
work schedules do not work on government observed holidays. Everyone at 
Houston Center is committed to providing you with the tools to be successful. 
Our expectation is that you will exhibit the same attitude and come to work 
prepared to study and learn. 
 
The road to becoming a Certified Professional Controller (CPC) is very demanding 
and difficult. Once attained, it is an accomplishment and title that 
you can be proud to hold.  At Houston Center we care about all of our 
employees. Welcome to the FAA family! 
 
 

Jim D’Ambrosio  
Jim D’Ambrosio 
Air Traffic Manager 
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Houston Center Today 

We are very proud of our facility, our employees, and the awards we have earned by accomplishing 
the shared goal of air safety. We have been providing safe and expeditious services to the aviation 
community for over 40 years. 
 
Houston Center is under the Department of Transportation regulated through the Federal Aviation 
Administration.  The Houston Center complex is a self-contained unit consisting of Air Traffic and 
Airways Facility (now referred to as Tech Ops) branches plus their support groups, a security 
center, a cafeteria, a FAA Federal Credit Union, and a state certified child care facility. 
 
History 
 
The Houston Air Route Traffic Control Center (ZHU) is one of twenty air route traffic control 
centers (ARTCC’s) in the United States providing continuous 24-hour service to the flying public. 
The facility was constructed in June of 1965 on an 18-acre site adjacent to the George Bush 
Houston Intercontinental Airport.  Houston Center was the result of a consolidation of the San 
Antonio and New Orleans’ Centers. Installation of automation processing equipment began in 1969 
and has evolved into a very complex system. The latest updates included adding a new control 
room and controller support wing in 1999. In June of 2000, we transitioned to DSR (Display 
System Replacement) and VSCS (Voice Switching and Control System). 
 
Airspace Operations 
 
The Houston Center area of responsibility consists of nearly 300, 000 square nautical miles of 
airspace encompassing parts of Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and a large portion of the 
Gulf of Mexico.  Over 150 VHF and UHF radio frequencies located at over 40 remote 
transmitter/receiver sites provide continuous radio coverage throughout the Houston Center area. 
We have 8 radar sites providing almost complete radar coverage. However, some 400 square 
nautical miles in the Gulf of Mexico still remains non radar. Navigation along more than 46,700 
nautical miles of airways and routes is provided by 56 VOR/VORTAC’s (radio navigational aids).  
Within the Houston Center area, there are 22 FAA control towers, 16 approach control facilities, 87 
major airports, and 15 military fields.  We coordinate with each of these facilities and 6 adjacent 
centers plus 2 major international facilities in Mexico known as Monterrey Center and Merida 
Center over 100,000 times each day.  Houston Center has six Operations Managers (OM’s) who 
provide oversight and leadership for 6 specialty areas: Austin, Lufkin, Rock Springs, 
Corpus Christi, New Orleans, and Lake Charles 
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Personnel 
 
Houston Center employs approximately 500 FAA and contract personnel. Of these, approximately 
410 are assigned to Air Traffic, 70 are assigned to Tech Ops, 4 to National Weather Service, with 
the remainder being Training and Automation contract personnel. 

 
Training 
 
Training is an extensive and ongoing process. Air traffic controllers receive approximately 3 years 
of training prior to attaining the certified professional controller (CPC) level. Training consists of 
hundreds of hours of classroom and computer based instruction (CBI), plus a Dynamic Simulation 
(DYSIM) lab scenarios. After completion of each phase of academic and lab training, on-the-job 
training (OJT) is conducted in a live environment. 
 

Traffic Management Unit (TMU) 
 
The traffic management unit (TMU) monitors and balances traffic flows within Houston Center. 
This unit is charged with the responsibility of implementing the necessary restrictions to ensure an 
orderly flow of traffic.  Apart from traffic management duties, the unit also maintains a weather 
position, a military operations position (MOS), and the flight data section. The traffic management 
unit, the weather unit, and the military operations unit are located in the operations area. 
 
Safety Assurance (SA) 

The SA office is responsible for the facility’s internal evaluation program and administering the 
National Operational Error/Deviation Program. This office serves as the focal point for initiatives to 
reinforce and enhance facility operations. The SA office investigates Operational Errors, 
Operational Deviations, Pilot Deviations and Accidents.  This office is located on the second floor 
of the main building, in room 210B. 
 
Employee Services (ES) 
 
The Employee Service office serves as principal personnel management advisor to employees. 
Employee benefits are initiated through this office. This office is located in the main building, in 
room 1101. New hires will report to ES on their first day of employment at Houston Center. The 
telephone number for ES is 281-230-5503/5509 
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Additional Facilities and Resources Located at Houston Center 
 
Cafeteria 
 
Our cafeteria is contracted to provide hot meals and short 
orders. It is also equipped with a salad bar. Hours of operations 
are from 6:00 am to 7:00 pm except for major holidays. 
 
FAA Federal Credit Union 
 

The credit union is available to all employees and is located separate 
from the main building. The telephone number is 281-443-8431. Their 
hours of operation are 9 am to 4 pm daily, except for Wednesday when 
it closes at 1 pm.  An ATM is located on the first floor near the control 
room entrance. The ATM is operated by the FAA Credit Union. 
 

First Wings Child Care Facility 
 
First Wings Incorporated (FWI) is the parent 
organization. It was incorporated in January 1982. The 
First Wings facility is designed for a maximum 
occupancy of 99 children ranging in age from 6 weeks 
to 12 years First Wings is located on the north east 
corner of the east parking lot. Their telephone number is 
281-230-5396. 
 
CEBA 
 
CEBA (Center Employees Benevolent Association) provides fellowship and recreational benefits to 
employees, plus monetary assistance to families, individuals, and organizations. CEBA’s board of 
directors manages the cafeteria contract, snack machines and video games. CEBA organizes and 
sponsors employee events. They also provide TV’s, microwaves and couches in the break rooms.
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Houston ARTCC Leadership Team 
 
Jim D’Ambrosio and Billy C. Clark head the Houston Leadership Team. Below are their bios that 
outline career paths of these distinguished individuals and briefly describe their personal interests 
and hobbies.  
 
Jim D’Ambrosio, Air Traffic Manager,  
Houston Center 
 
James (Jim) D’Ambrosio is currently the Air Traffic 
Manager of Houston Center. Jim currently devotes his time 
by training other managers with “Best Practices” in 
Oklahoma City, spending time in the Gulf of Mexico with 
ADS-B and RNAV Navigational Procedures while helping 
develop fuel efficient routes for the major airlines flying 
into and out of the Houston Area. He enjoys working with 
the Mexican Government as well as IATA/ATA in 
developing procedures for the advancement of technology 
in the Gulf of Mexico.  
Jim joined the FAA in 1981 at New York Center, where he certified as an oceanic controller 
and remained there until 1987. Jim decided to enhance his career with the FAA by relocating to 
the FAA Academy in OKC in 1987 where he instructed new students for both the terminal and 
en route options. He also served in the quality assurance office and later became involved in 
course development with the advanced training unit. Jim also served a 2-month detail in 
Madrid, Spain as the Air Traffic Representative in evaluating and recommending changes to 
the training academy for the Spanish Government in Madrid. Jim reported to FAA 
Headquarters in 1991 as a program manager for Human Resources and worked across all lines 
of business in developing relationships and accomplishing mission requirements for field 
facilities. After two years, Jim was selected as an Area Supervisor at Jacksonville Control 
Center where he served as an operations Manager and Traffic Management Officer until he 
relocated to Boston Center in 1998 as the Assistant Air Traffic Manager. During that time, Jim 
managed Bradley Approach/Tower, working closely with Terminal Operations and transitioned 
the team from the old to the brand new Approach/Tower. Currently, Jim serves as the Manager 
of Houston Center and has held that position since 2000. Jim has worked closely with all lines 
of business throughout his career, with his father coming from Airway Facilities until he retired 
in the early 90’s. Experienced in En Route, Terminal, System Operations, Human Resources 
and Technical Operations, Jim uses his knowledge, interpersonal skills and motivation to help 
move the ATO forward in today’s world.  Jim was born in Queens, New York. He attended 
Catholic Elementary and High Schools and graduated in 1975.  
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Jim continued his education by attending the College of Charleston in South Carolina while 
working on his degree in Biological Engineering prior to joining the FAA. Jim has been 
recognized for his efforts in receiving the ATCA “General E.R. Quesada Memorial Award, a 
medallion for outstanding achievements and contributions as an Air Traffic Manager, the 
SUPCOM Manager of the Year Award, NBCFAE Special Performance Award for EEO and 
two National En Route Facility of the Year Awards for Boston and Houston Centers 
respectively. 
Jim and his wife Dawn have 4 children, three sons and a daughter. Their son Mark is currently 
serving with the United States Marines in Okinawa, Japan as a member of the Amphibious 
Reconnaissance Unit..  
 
Billy C. Clark, Assistant Air Traffic Manager, Houston ARTCC 
 
Mr. Billy C. Clark entered the FAA on February 17, 1974, and has served in several managerial 
capacities throughout his career.  On April 2, 1995, he was promoted to the position of Air Traffic 
Manager at San Angelo AFSS, where he served for 2 years before being reassigned to the 
Montgomery County AFSS in Conroe, Texas, as the Air Traffic Manager.  On November 7, 1999, 
Mr. Clark was promoted to his current position as Assistant Air Traffic Manager at Houston 
ARTCC. 
 
For many years, Mr. Clark has been extremely active in the National Black Coalition of Federal 
Aviation Employees (NBCFAE), having served in several capacities within that organization.  
Following his service on the Regional NBCFAE Executive Board as Treasurer, Mr. Clark was 
named in March 2002 as the Southwest Region President, NBCFAE.  Currently, he is serving as the 
National Treasury Oversight Committee Chairman, NBCFAE.   
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Our Expectations of All Employees 

Houston ARTCC leadership team expects all employees to:   
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Policies 

Reporting for Duty 

A welcome letter from the Training Support Manager indicating your start date will be sent to you 
at the Academy. Please plan to arrive at 0700. 
 
Hours of Duty 
 
0700 – 1530 While assigned to the Training Department.  

Parking 

Initially you will be given a temporary parking pass when you check in on day one. 
Please bring current vehicle registration and insurance information to the New 
Employee Orientation; when you receive your badge, you will also receive a parking 
decal. Each employee is authorized to register up to two vehicles and one motorcycle.  

Security 

Armed security guards are stationed at the entrance to the facility. Each vehicle is required to 
display the appropriate decal, and each occupant is required to display an FAA ID prior to entering 
the property. FAA ID badges and car decals are issued by the Plans and Programs Office. 
 
FAA ID Cards 
 
You will complete security paperwork and be issued a permanent ZHU ID Card on 
your first or second day. 
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Guests and Visitors 

Visitor requests will be coordinated through the Staff Manager and the Operations 
Manager (OM) must approve the request. Visitors are limited to family members, 
retired FAA employees and flight crew members. All visitors will be constantly escorted 
by their sponsor who must have official FAA identification and access rights. The 
sponsor will escort their visitors on their own non-duty time. All visits require 
advance notice of two full administrative days. No more than four visitors per 
sponsor per visit. All visitors must be U.S. Citizens with valid state or federal 
identification. Children may be escorted by their parents provided there are no 
disruptions to Center operations.  

Cell Phones 

Cell phone usage is not allowed in the Control Room. Cell phones must be turned off 
at all times other than when you are on lunch or breaks.  
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Houston Local Area Info 

Houston (pronounced /hjust� n/, locally /just� n/) is the fourth-largest city in the United States of 
America and the largest city within the state of Texas. As of the 2007 U.S. Census estimate, the city 
has a population of 2.2 million within an area of 600 square miles 
(1,600 km²). Houston is the seat of Harris County and the economic 
center of the Houston–Sugar Land–Baytown metropolitan area—the 
sixth-largest metropolitan area in the U.S. with a population of 
5.7 million. Houston was founded on August 30, 1836 by brothers 
Augustus Chapman Allen and John Kirby Allen on land near the 
banks of Buffalo Bayou.[5] The city was incorporated on June 5, 
1837 and named after then-President of the Republic of Texas—former General Sam Houston—

who had commanded at the Battle of San Jacinto, which 
took place 25 miles (40 km) east of where the city was 
established. The burgeoning port and railroad industry, 
combined with oil discovery in 1901, has induced 
continual surges in the city's population. In the mid-
twentieth century, Houston became the home of the Texas 
Medical Center—the world's largest concentration of 
healthcare and research institutions—and NASA's Johnson 

Space Center, where the Mission Control Center is located. Rated as a beta world city,[6] Houston's 
economy has a broad industrial base in the energy, manufacturing, aeronautics, transportation, and 
health care sectors and is a leading center for building oilfield equipment; only New York City is 
home to more Fortune 500 headquarters in the city limits.[7] The Port of Houston ranks first in the 
United States in international waterborne tonnage handled and second in total cargo tonnage 
handled.[8] The city has a multicultural population with a large and growing international 
community. It is home to many cultural institutions and exhibits—attracting more than 7 million 
visitors a year to the Houston Museum District. Houston has an active visual and performing arts 
scene in the Theater District and is one of few U.S. cities that offer year-round resident companies 
in all major performing arts. 
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Attractions Abound in Houston 

Houston Zoo-Just minutes away from downtown, the Houston Zoo is tucked inside 
Hermann Park, home to a wealth of family friendly destinations.  The zoo covers 
an expanse of 55 acres and is home to thousands of animals that represent more 
than 500 species, from winged creatures that fly free in the Tropical Bird House, to 
the slithering reptiles that constitute one of the nation's largest collections of 
venomous snakes. A zoo favorite is Blanco, an American Alligator whose white 
coloring makes him an extremely rare breed (there are only 14 others known to 
exist). If you need a chance to cool off from the humidity, take a spin on the 
newly added Wildlife Carousel, a covered ride that features a distinctive 
variety of animal-shaped figures, including native Texan icons like the armadillo. In keeping with 
their nationally recognized commitment to wildlife preservation, the Houston Zoo uses part of the 
nominal fee collected at this attraction to fund ongoing conservation projects.  Museum of Fine 
Arts-With a collection of more than 45,000 works housed in a family of buildings that boast 
300,000 square feet of space, the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, is the fifth largest museum in the 
country. Holdings include works that span from ancient to modern times and represent a vast array 
of mediums.   

NASA Johnson Space Center-Space Center Houston is about as close as you can get to the moon 
without actually going there. Through a combination of live presentations, film and a large 
collection of artifacts, visitors to the Houston Space Center learn everything there is to know about 

the history of human space travel. Exhibits like the Living in Space simulate 
the challenges presented to astronauts when they attempt to perform 
everyday tasks like bathing in microgravity, while the tram tour takes 
visitors behind closed doors to catch a glimpse of the action at the nearby 
NASA Johnson Space Center. Also on view at the Houston space facility are 
large collections of artifacts and equipment including spacesuits, flight 
capsules and moon rocks. True space enthusiasts may enjoy Space Center 

Houston's Level 9 Tour where they are personally escorted on a exploration of NASA's control and 
training facilities such as the Space Environment Simulation Lab and the new Mission Control 
Center. 
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Sports  
 

Houston boasts professional teams in most major sports, including 
basketball, football, hockey, baseball and soccer. The city of 
Houston has had professional teams playing since the late 1800's. 
The first championship banner "raised to the roof" in the Bayou 
City was in 1889 by the Houston Mud Cats of the Texas League in 
baseball. Home to world-class professional teams, Houston 
is a sports lover's paradise. You know their names. The Houston 
Rockets. The Houston Texans. The Houston Astros and the Houston Dynamo.  But what about 
the Houston Aeros hockey team? Or the Houston Energy Women's Football team?  They play 

here too, adding an entirely new dimension to Houston's sports scene.  Sports are 
a year-round pastime in the Bayou City. Spring has Houstonians catching Astros 
fever, which lasts all through the summer. Fall brings the Texans' first kickoff and 
the first face off. Winter has the Rockets hitting the court.  No matter what your 
sports passion, you'll be able to do more than watch from the comfort of your 
couch. Tickets to all of Houston's teams are available, giving you a front row seat 
for all the action.  
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Houston Real Estate 

The NORTH part of Houston real estate along I-45 North from Loop 610 has a variety of cultural 
influences from restful suburban/rural living to large shopping malls such as Greenspoint, 
Northwest Mall, Northline Mall, 1960 area and The Woodland's Mall.  Many old and smaller 
neighborhoods can be found that were built in the 1930's and 1940's with quick commutes to 
downtown. The primary areas in the NORTH part of Houston Real Estate are SPRING, THE 
WOODLANDS & CONROE.  

SPRING 

In the 1800's, Spring was a bustling railroad town. Today, the community offers a suburban quality 
of life for those who want to live near the city but yearn for the hometown feel. The community is 
home to Old Town Spring, a quaint shopping area of restored buildings that sell fine art, handmade 
gifts, woodworks, antiques & clothing. The SPRING area is close to several key employment 
centers such as downtown, The Woodlands and George Bush Inter-continental Airport.   

THE WOODLANDS   

The Woodlands community is made up of five residential villages connected by a system of 
greenbelts more than 80 miles long. When The Woodlands was first built, over one-third of the land 
was preserved for parks and greenbelts. Each residential village is made up of thoughtfully-
designed neighborhoods with a variety of styles and price ranges. New Homes range in price from 
the 90's to $1 million. The Woodlands is home to more than 700 businesses and employs more than 
16,500 people. It is a thriving and diverse community of people and companies. The Woodlands has 
swimming pools, playgrounds, fields, picnic pavilions, tennis courts, fishing holes, and more than 
60 neighborhood parks. Over 80 miles of wooded hiking and bike trails connect the intertwining 
residential neighborhoods. Golfers who are members of The Woodlands Country Club can play its 
West Course or Palmer Course. (Golf courses in the vicinity include Tour 18, Walden on Lake 
Houston, and the Atascocita Golf Club.) This private club also has complete health spa facilities, 
indoor and outdoor tennis courts, a swimming pool, and fine dining. Check out The Woodlands 
Athletic Center for swimming, tennis, aerobics, weight training, and more.  

The Woodlands schools are in the Conroe Independent School District. Student-teacher ratios are 
low and there are programs for gifted students and for those with learning and physical disabilities. 
They also offer a vocational education and have a comprehensive advanced science program. There 
are 11 public schools in the village neighborhoods. All 11 public schools in The Woodlands have 
been rated exemplary or have been recognized by the Texas Education Agency. The Woodlands 
Christian Academy provides a private school alternative for grades K-12.  
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CONROE  

The city of Conroe is located just 35 miles north of Houston real estate along I-45 and has a 
population of 22,000. What distinguishes Conroe real estate from other areas of Houston are its 
country properties. Many homes sit on a multi-acre plots, allowing residents to keep horses or other 
livestock on the premises. Most homes are wood frame and brick priced from $40,000 to $1 million 
plus. For recreation many residents enjoy Lake Conroe - a 21,000 acre lake for boating, fishing or 
water-skiing. Lake Conroe is also home to many residents who reside around the lake.  

NORTHEAST HOUSTON 

NORTHEAST Houston is made up of a triangle of communities: Atascocita, Humble and 
Kingwood. Located within a 10 mile radius from where Highway 59 and FM 1960 intersect, these 
communities share an abundance of forest and natural beauty. These areas are approximately 22 
miles from downtown and just 5 miles from Bush Inter-Continental Airport.   

KINGWOOD   

In 1971, Friendswood Development Company masterminded this planned community located 22 
miles northeast of downtown Houston. Recently annexed by the City of Houston, Kingwood is 
14,000 acres of beautiful homes, golf courses and wooded landscapes. The population was 
projected to reach 65,000 by the year 2000.  

The densely-wooded Kingwood community is made up of several subdivisions that are connected 
by a few major thoroughfares. The suburb has all the amenities of a big city. Commercial centers 
are scattered throughout to meet the grocery, shopping, dining, and other needs of its residents. 
Essentially, everything you might need- paint, hardware, beauty, auto, music, veterinarian/pet 
grooming, medical, dental, legal, religious, or social- is accessible without ever having to leave 
your community. Kingwood is located just minutes from George Bush Intercontinental Airport. 
Commuting time should decrease once the construction and dedicated Metro traffic lanes have been 
completed on U.S. Highway 59 (a.k.a. the Eastex Freeway).  

Kingwood's designers prioritized the development of recreational facilities in this master planned 
community. There is a spectacular greenbelt winding its way through more than 58 miles of trees, 
connecting neighborhood villages to parks, pools, shopping areas, restaurants, businesses, and 
schools. In addition, large tracts of undeveloped land were set aside as "reserves" for these 
greenbelts. You can ride a bike or jog for miles through the pine forest. Kingwood also has 19 
swimming pools, 200 acres of community parks, two youth sports parks, a private boat launch, 
private stables, and two country clubs. Kingwood Country Club members enjoy four 18-hole 
championship golf courses, 26 tennis courts, five swimming pools, elegant dining facilities and 
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planned social activities. The Deerwood Club also offers members an 18-hole championship golf 
course and fine dining. There are three public golf courses in the vicinity: Tour 18, Kingwood Cove 
Golf Club and EagleQuest Total Golf. Year round Little League and other adult sporting activities 
are offered in Kingwood.  

Kingwood is part of the Humble Independent School District. Kingwood has one high school, one 
ninth grade school, three middle schools, and nine elementary schools. Private education is also 
available from pre-school through middle school. Humble ISD established a program for 
academically gifted students in its elementary schools in 1979, calling it Win For Gifted Students 
(WINGS). Since that time, the program has expanded to include students in grade levels 2-12. 
Higher education seekers commute to Rice University, the University of Houston, Texas Southern 
University, Houston Community College or the University of St. Thomas, all in Houston; or, Sam 
Houston State University in Huntsville. Kingwood has its own two-year college, Kingwood 
College, which is a publicly-supported, comprehensive community college offering post-secondary 
educational opportunities.  

ATASCOCITA & HUMBLE   

The Atascocita/Humble area is located just 21 miles northeast of downtown Houston along U.S. 
Highway 59. The city of Humble dates all the way back to the Civil War. A large oil discovery 
around the turn of the century led to the founding of Humble Oil Company, known today as Exxon 
Corporation. In the 1960's, the opening of Houston Intercontinental Airport helped boost growth in 
the Humble area. Population today exceeds 30,000 in Humble and Atascocita. Humble's forested 
boundaries take up nearly 100 square miles of land in northeast Harris county. Humble has parks, 
golf courses, award winning schools, two major hospitals, Deerbrook Mall, "Park 'n Ride" facilities, 
Lake Houston, and the San Jacinto river, making it one of the fastest growing areas in Harris 
County. New homes & resales range from $60,000 - $1,000,000.  If you travel often, Bush 
Intercontinental Airport is only 15 minutes from Humble. Major expansion of U.S. Highway 59 has 
been underway for the past three years which, when completed, should reduce your drive time into 
Houston considerably. Currently, the commute from the Humble area into downtown Houston 
during rush hour traffic is about 35 minutes. There is also a center High Occupancy Vehicle 
("HOV") lane for Metro "Park 'n Ride" passengers who work in downtown Houston.   

Humble displays its small town charm through various annual festivals and activities, including 
Rodeo Parade, Good Oil Days, Businessfest, an annual Fireworks display on the 4rd of July, and a 
Christmas Parade. In Houston and its surrounding communities, you are never far from a golf 
course. The Humble/Atascocita area is closest to the Atascocita Golf Club, Walden on Lake 
Houston Golf Club, and Tour Eighteen, which highlights eighteen of the most popular golf holes in 
the world. In the Humble/Atascocita area, the young and young at heart have all kinds of activities 
to choose from. There are two bowling alleys with year-round leagues. Houston Real Estate The 
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area has many parks and swimming pools. There are also various clubs and charitable organizations 
including the YMCA, Little League, and more.  

The Humble Independent School District serves the Humble/Atascocita and Kingwood areas. HISD 
comprises four high schools, one ninth grade school, six middle schools, and 18 elementary 
schools. Humble ISD established a program for academically gifted learners in its elementary 
schools in 1979, calling it Win For Gifted Students ("WINGS"). Since that time, the program has 
grown to include students in grade levels 2-12. HISD also has an impressive, well-rounded athletics 
program. Students may not take athletics as a class until seventh grade, but can participate in a 
variety of intramural sports and leagues. High school students may choose to participate in a full 
range of UIL and non-UIL sports. Higher education institutions such as Rice, the University of 
Houston, Texas Southern University, Houston Community College and the University of St. 
Thomas all have campuses in Houston. A commute to Huntsville takes you to Sam Houston State 
University. North Harris County Community College has two campuses within a short distance of 
Humble, offering two year study programs.  
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Local Restaurants 

With its many exquisite restaurants, it's little wonder why Houston 
locals eat out  more than residents in any other US city. Whatever 
your favorite cuisine, you're likely to have a long list of restaurant 
choices in Houston.  Here’s just a few: 
 

·  www.houstonrestaurant.org 
 

·  Pappas Family Chain visit www.pappas.com 
 

·  Texas Roadhouse visit www.texasroadhouse.com 
 

·  Landry’s chain visit www.landrysrestaurants.com 
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Online Resources  

Local Area Resources 

http://www.houstontx.gov/ 
 

http://www.visithoustontexas.com/ 

Chamber of Commerce 

http://www.houston.org/ 

Housing and Relocating Assistance  

www.houston-texas-relocation.org 
 
www.apartment-locators.com 
 
www.houston.apartmentfinder.com 
 
www.har.com  

Local News 

www.chron.com 

Houston School District 

www.houstonisd.org 

Local Sports Teams 

Baseball: Astros www.astros.com  
 
Basketball: Houston Rockets/Comets www.nba.com  
 
Football: Texans www.houstontexans.com  
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Hockey: Aero’s www.aeros.com  
 
Soccer: Dynamo www.gothamunited.com  

Sports Leagues 

Football League: www.sportsmonkey.com 
 
Basketball League: www.sportsmonkey.com 
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Houston Center Area Maps 

Houston ARTC Center
Low Altitude Sectors

Rocksprings (98)

Lampasas (53)

Stonewall
(50)
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Couger
(83)
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Offshore (28)
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Baton Rouge (34)
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Picayune (27)
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Leeville (24)
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Houston ARTC Center
High Altitude Sectors

Junction (97)

Llano
(74) Austin

(78)

Bilee
(82)

Houston
(46)

Woodville
(26)

Alexandria
(42)

McComb
(65)

Mobile
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Lake Charles (70)

Pekon (68)
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Corpus Christi
(59)

Palacios
(95)

Ocean West
(79)

Ocean East
(72)
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Houston Center Phone Directory 

 
The following list provides the most commonly used phone numbers within Houston Center 
facility:   
 
 

 

 

·  Front Desk 
 

·  Facility [recorded] 
 

·  Facility Night & Weekend 
 

·  Training Department 
 

·  Facility Fax 

(281) 230-5560 
 
(281) 230-5300 
 
(281) 230-5560  
 
(281) 230-5511 
 
(281) 230-5561 
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– END  – 
 
[Please do not delete the “end page” section, as it is required to maintain section 
definitions within the document. You may discard this page once the document is 
printed.] 


